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Goldwater’s Rally Won’t Have Eiephant
by Seth Kantor Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

WASHINGTON -- A jumbo-sized controversy is ended. There won’t be an 
elephant, after all, tonight at the nation’s rst rally to draft Sen. Barry 
Goldwater, R. Ariz. for the 1964 Republican presidential nomination. 

The elephant was to be rented for $750 to stand outside the District of 
Columbia National Guard armory before the rally got under way.

The decision to cancel the elephant’s appearance was a victory for Duke 
Burgess, a Dallas advertising ofcial and veteran GOP publicist in Texas.

“Most of the money we’re getting from around the nation to stage this rally,” 
he said “is from the grass roots--$1 contributions from people. Everyone 
knows that an elephant is the Republican symbol. Why waste their money?

“My personal feeling is that the elephant just wasn’t worth $750. He doesn’t 
even stand on one leg or anything.”

Burgess was seated in the busy ofces of the National Draft Goldwater 
Committee. On the wall behind his desk was a hand-lettered sign:

“It’s not the size of the dog in the ght, but the size of the ght In the 
dog.”

Burgess at rst had been overruled by other planners of tomorrow’s rally. 
They wanted the elephant. But they agreed with him right from the start 
about the chimpanzee, “Mr. Zip.”

A wealthy Goldwater backer in New York City had offered to pay the 
$1000-per performance fee of “Mr. Zip,” well-known to television audiences, 
“Mr. Zip” has an act in which he rocks in a rocking chair.

“The act is cute but not in very good taste for the rally,” Burgess said.

Peter O’Donnel, also from Dallas and national chairman of the Draft Goldwa-
ter Committee said, “we don’t need hoop-de-doo and gimmicks any way.”
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