










ROMAN DORIC...:....Built in the 1840's, the house is a Roman Doric example of Greek 
Revival architecture. It has ash floors, double poplar and single walnut doors downstairs, 
- - - · · poplar woodwork upstairs. . . · . 
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Good Hill. they may have meant to call the red-brick, 
white-pillared mansion that crowns a rise on Blue Spring 
Farm, the home of Mrs. Elizabeth Jones LeBtis, 11 miles 
out Russell Cave Road. _ . , 

The Greek .Revival mansion was built probably in the late 1840's 
for Robert H. Innes, farmer and land-owner. 

Presumably Innes gave it the name "Buenna ' Hill," combining 
(and misspelling) the Spanish adjective for good with the Engli~h 
noun. 

Arc!\itect-buiJder of the house was James McMurtry, prominent 
in Lexington construction during most of the 19th Century. 

Clay Lancaster, whose book. . 
"Back Streets an.d Pine Trees," is A biograp~y of Robert Innes ~n 
a study of McMurtry houses, notes .the s~me . h1story notes t~at m 
that much of the builder's known 1849 when he reached hls rna· 
work still stands. in Fayette Coun- jority" ~e married Sophia Flournoy. 
ty and that maoy more houses are He is hsted as a Democrat and a 
attributed to him. . _ breeder of Shorthorn cattle. 

For both reas.ons U is not ndd Deeds in the Fayette Court House 
~a~ .....man:~&-- ··Meal '. people call r~rd .that in 1884 Innes sold 487 

Buenna Hill a twin, pointing acres of land on Russell Cave Road 
out the white-columned larger to-America. and George Whitney. 
brick house tti'recUy across the The housHeldom mentioned 
road as its counterpart. · even . now in deeds for farm land 
Some mistakenly say that this -probably went with the land . 

second _hou~e, "Carinthia," whi~h Even so, it remained in Inn~s· 
~as bullt m 1854, was comm1s- hands. America was the daughter 
s1oned by Innes for a s~m. . . of a John P. Innes and probably 

Actually it was bu1lt by Me- a cousin to the first owner. A 
Murtry for Inll\es' .older . brother, "Squire" John P. Innes was a 
Charle.s Webb hme1, and while it grandson of a Hugh Innes of Vir­
superficially resembles the earlier. ginia, just as were the owners ot . 
house, the two are not mates. Carinthia and Buenna Hill. 

However, Buenna Hill . does .Like his cousins, the "squire" 
have a near match on the same ·owned a big house on Russell Cave 
road. n Is the home of Mr. and Road, a home he called "Malmai­
Mra. Howard Reineman oppo- son Hall " 
site Mount Brilliant on what Literaily translated, "malmai-
now Is Crown Crest Farm. son" means evil ·or sick house. 
Buenna Hill and the Reineman Which means that America, the 

home are simple, graceful Roman new mistress of "Good Hill," once 
Doric; Corinthia is the more ela- may have lived in "Sick House 
borate Corinthian, and for that Hall." 
style the house was named. (Blue Spring Farm with Its 

Doric columns have plain cap!- mansion, Buenna Hill, Is one of 
tals <the uppermt~st part); Corinth· · eight local homes and gardens 
ian columns have capitals decorat- to be open to the public May 
ed with acanthus leaves. , 1'1-19 as part of Open House in 

Buenna Hill's columns and the Kentucky sponsored by the 

T
portlco they mpport add dignity Garden Club of Kentucky.) 
to stout bril:k walls trimmed at • 
the corners with coupled pilasters :J- f) .,-v..<. . _ ~ · • ..1 , 
(quarter columns that only slight-~ ~ (/ /~ ~ 
ly protrude from the wall). More _, .tf' _ ~--- p _ , , 
pilasters decorate side walls. be- ~ ~ -~ 
coming pillars for what once were I ~ . ,.1 v 
side galleries. The galleries ha"e ~ ~ , 
been enclosed to form baths. a 
bedroom and sunrooms. · ,r; _ L __ , ~ ~ 

Inside, the floor plan Is similat ; ~ 
to the other limes house across ··-' ~ . . ~.L 7'-. . , . /.r, ...Q.-,..,• _ ~ 
the r.oad. A front hall gives acCeSII c:t:~r ..-c...e...-t.-1 r - . ~ -
through enormaus allding double ,_a-e.., 
doors <these are poplar) into ~ ~<:7 · 
matching front parlors. Mrs. LeBus 
uses one p a r 1 o r as drawing 
room, the other as llvinl room. 

As at Carinthia, the main atair 
is in a hall at right angle to the t 
front hall. Behind this hall is the 
dining room; behind that, kitchen 
and service rooms. 

IJttle Is knewn about the man 
who had Bue11na. Hill construct­
ed. Doubtlessly wealthy for his 
time and thbi locale, Innes was 
born In :fayette County in 1828, 
a. son of a Hen·ry Innes listed by 
one history u: "one of the early 
settlers from VIrginia." 
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: GYnth!~tl~ 
Hall~ to 'gqf , 
for··auction ~ 
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: By Shelia M. Poole ; . "" 
. Her ald.-Leader. business )Nriter ' 

· · · Cynthian~H'aii;""a white-pillared -::· 
·, ml\hsion built 'in the 1840s and listed ' 

on the ·National Register of Historic · 
Homes, will go on the"·auction block 

t this week along with ;ts, surr.o\1~~ing ., 
horse farm. ' • • '. ; ' · · · • , . 

.. < The spacious Greek., Revival­
styled mansion and farm,: covering ·. 
38.9 acres, .· were most · recently f 
known for the lavish Kentucky qer-<. . , ... . . ,., ,, ,. . . ,. . .. . . 

~r~~:~~~y ~ :~=::--:: be . T~(>\~rr,~~t o~~~; :~:;;.~~!ve~ .layi~h;P,~!\~r~alifh~:.~an~ior ?.!J : Ru~~el! C_av~. R~d : . 
apJ~~i_oped : at}O:JG.l,m. M~nday.;' · .. )· · .. The'farP"~includes an eight-shtln ·1, wiu1t':the''''resp<)itsibillty ~of ··a large ', . • : i840s by John 'McMurtry; a :'j}romi- . 

~ '1 It ·w~s r bought .' by 'Clifford S: horse barn, · manager's house, fo~r- · home ~ha.t wasn't occupied," Ms, i; ~~ ~ent Lexin~on builderand architect 
P'erlman m 198l!. Hts daughte~, Ro- ··'plan~ .. fencing, !l tw!froom offtce Sho~se satd, ''.They wanted t? brin& ,'d· ,m the 19th century, for .Robert In- , 
byn Perlman, hved there unttl she ... with kitchenette and bath, heated the tss.ue to a <head and.sell .tt." :i:. · ;;\ .·,nes. Innes•was a farmer .and land-.,; 
move.1 to. N~w .Y or~. se~~e~l_.l~l~_!lth~ · ~w.hnmi~~ pool a~d brick ca~na~ '•;; ·' . ~~ '1I!'s a way of gettin~ so!ll~ne's .ri · ';~o~r.f..' w~o ;JJ,t"qy~, to:' Ke11t~c~y ' 
ag~. , : · 1 ·; .: ' , : . .' Some f4mishmgs in the home , attentton,:~ ;· MS:' :H~dley satcl ;.,-';IrsA ' .l'if~~ .x-.-g~.:~ ''- · · · ; · · · .. 

v . Perlman bought th~ . Russ~ll .. ·· will. be sold as part of the p~o~rty : .. an.,oth~r\ metheid .o( selling.''·~1·/ :1 ',; '(;k'· ··: ·~ Innes ) reportedly · named It 
Cave Road farm for $1 mtllion,,satd , ~unng the ~uctton. ~he fumtshmgs · ''! Ask~ how much she 'expected.{ .. Buenna Hills, misspelling the Span-
Sal_ly Headley -of The Headley ~o., . mclude a~ttque fumtture, a brass the manst.on and farm to brin~, Ms._ .,; ish word for "goo~:t.·~ 
on~ of the managers .of the ~uc~ton. bed, a Chtppendale sofa and rugs. Shouse satd that she was ~'hoptng for tr. · . . · · ' · · 

. j The auction is ' being jomtl.Y. ' 'The .,. mansion has . about 6,500 , a million, ·but . I doubt if it'll bring > · · T~e name was changed to 
managed by Ms. Headley an~ Dons square · feet 0 ( space. It has 'JWO •. quite ' t~at much." ., ' r" • ... •.n:•; ' . .{ Cynthtana Halt w,hen ~- Perlman 
Shouse ?f TurfTown f>r?perttes ln.c. enclosed··. porches, 10 rooms, a fu~ , ·: Ms. Headley~id there had been,'' moved ,there. · ·. · .· · 
and Swttze~/Lake Aucttoneer/Real- attic and basement and 4'h .baths. :: a lot of interest in the farm includ- ,,, Ms. Perlman was the founder of 

!.fl. \1 ·- ' ' , ,. ' 

torsA f · t. · h · held last ' The farm had been on the mar~ ing inquiries from as far away as · . WINGS, a .non-profit foundation ded-
~ . Si.mda tr!n~~~or~u~~a~ai;o people ket for $1.2.million, Ms. Sh~use ~id • . ~ngland ·and from a '·well-known ; icate?. to ·expanding th~ cultural . 

attenled, Ms. Shouse said. Prospec- . She satd the farm was bemg 1 smger· .whom she refused to n~me. actlvtttes of Kentucky chtldren. 
tive buyers can view the property at auctioned because it had not beeJ! . She would say only that t~e smg~r . . Her father is a Las Vegas bust-
another open house from 2 to 5 p.m. sold .. through regular chamtels. At . ha~ star,ed there s~veral t!mes. , ';; · nessman whose inter~sts in~lud~ 

. tq<~ay. , · ""' ; · · $1.2 million, y~u j~st don'~ ,~y~;~,~ Ms . . Perlman could · hot . be,-: :; Caesar's World Inc., wtth casmos m 
Cynthiana Hall is located nine . ~a~f' ~uyers. . , , ~ ; ' r~ched tn New York ~o~-.~~mment. :· Las V~ga~, Lake Tahoe, Nev., and 

miles north of downtown Lexington. · They (the Perlmans) dtdn t ~ T,htthouse ,was ~Utlt m the late ·,· Atlanttc Ctty, N.J . 

. ·~ ,,..._ ·' •. ' ' 
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·AUCTION 
Tomorrow, April28 

10:30 A.M. 
5900 Russell Cave Rd. 

Fayette County 
on premises 

Cynthiana Hall 
Classic architectural beauty, c. 1840 

38.9 acres with 4 plank fencing, 8 stall horse barn, city ., 
-& spring water . . 

Improvements include: historic mansion, heated swimming pool and cabana-with · 
bath and wet bar, brick office/guest cottage, manager's bouse. 

Valuable furnishings will stay with the property. Complete ln.ventory 'available upon 
request. A partial list Includes: round mahogany dining table & chairs, antique chests ' 
& tables, Oriental rugs, Chippendale sofa & wing chairs, antique chandeliers & 
sconces, brass king size & twin beds, gold leaf console & mirrors, cabana, guest 
house, manager's bouse & pool furnishings, appUances and o~er numerous Items. 

Terms & _Conditions: io% day of sale, .balance £n 30 djlys. --~ 

. OPEN _TODAY~ 2 TO 5 P.M. 
The Headley Company 

Sally Headley, Broker 
252-4444 . 

Switzer· Lake 
Auctioneers-Realtors 

1-234-2911 

Turf Town Properties 
Doris Shouse, Realtor 

268-4663 

_Cynthiana Hall brings $615,000. 
,.. . :;-. 

Herald-Leader staff report about 75 people were at the auction. 
Lexington builder Charles H. · · · The mansion, which was built by 

Moore is the new owner of historic Lexington architect and builder John 
.Cynthiana Hall, after submitting the McMurtry, and .38.9 acres of land on 
winning bid of $615,000 for the mansion Russell Cave Road had been placed on 
and surrounding farmland at an auc- the market at $1.2 million. The most 
tion yesterday. ; recent resident was Robyn Perlman, 
- Moore said he had "no idea;' what who was known for her lavish Ken- 1 

h' 1 f th tucky Derby parties. . ; 1 
IS p ans were o,r e property. · -- The property was being sold at - ~ 

"I'll probably take it and build a auction because it had not been sold ' 
new home," Moore said. He said he through regular channels. 
would probably leave the white-pil- Moore said he would have bid as-
Jared, Greek Revival-styled mansion high as $715,000 for the property. 
standing and build on an adjacent The property includes an eight-
tract of land. - stall horse bam, manager's house, a 
. · "As far as Cynthiana Hall as a two-room office with kitchenette and 
place to live - no," he said. ' bath, heated swimming poOl and brick 

Sally Headley of The Headley Co., cabana. Some furnishings were also 
one of the auction managers, said }il.at sold. ' ' 
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