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Corinthia (also Oak Wind) was owned by Charles Innes and Cynthiana (was Buenna Hill) by Robert Innes

Robert Innes
(Charles, | think)

y

Charles Innes
(Robert, | think)

Children of Robert & Saphera (Sophia) Innes:
Charlie, Lena, Anna (m. James Burgess),
Mary (m. John Gano), and another son

Russell Cave Pike
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Richardson Q

Place 3

Malmaison no longer there--Virgil
|
where papa and mama lived and

all children born except Duke (him

John Price Innes home, in town at Lexington on Broadway St.)

land belongs to Rockefellers and me. -- Mary
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By Beitye Lee Mastin

Herald-Leader Heme Page Editor
Good Hill, they may have meant to call the red- bnck
white-pillared mansion that ecrowns a rise on Blue Sprmg
Farm, the home of Mrs. Elizabeth Jones LeBus, 11 miles

out Russell Cave Road.

The Greek Revival mansion was built probably in the late 1840's
for Robert H. Innes, farmer and land-owner.

Presumably Innes gave it the

name “Buenna ' Hill,” combining

(and misspellingy) the Spanish adjective for good with the English

noun.
ArcHitect-builder of the house

was James McMurtry, prominent

in Lexington censtruction during most of the 18th Century.

Clay Lancasier, whose book,
“Back Streets and Pine Trees,” is
a study of McMurtry houses, notes
that much of the builder’s known
work still stands in Fayette Coun-
ty and that many more houses are
attributed to him. .

For both reasons, it is not bdd
~~that--many.- -lecal . people call
Buenna Hill a twin, pointing
out the .white-columned larger
brick house directly across the
road as its counterpart.

Some mistakenly say that this
second house, “Corinthia,” which
was built in 1854, was commis-
sioned by Innes for a son.

Actually it was built by Mec-
Murtry for Innes’ .older brother,
Charles Webb Innes, and while it
superficially resembles the earlier
house, the two are not mates.

However, Buenna HIill does
have a near match on the same
road. It is the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Reineman oppo-
site Mount Brilllant on what
now is Crown Crest Farm.

Buénna Hill and the Reineman
home are simple, graceful Roman
Dorie; Corinthia is the more ela-
borate Corinthian, and for that
style the house was named.

Doric columns have plain capi-
tals (the uppermost part); Corinth--
ian columns have capitals decorat-
ed with acanthus leaves.

Buenna Hill's columns and the

portico they support add dignity
to stout britk walls trimmed at
the corners with coupled pilasters
(quarter columng that only slight-
ly protrude from the wall). More
pilasters decorate side walls, be-
coming pillars for what once were
side galleries. The galleries have
been enclosed to form baths, a
‘bedroom and sunrooms.
‘ Inside, the floor plan is similat
‘to the other Innes house across
[the road. A frent hall gives access
‘through enormous sliding double
doors (these are poplar) into
matching front parlors. Mrs, LeBus
uses one parlor as drawing
room, the other as living room.

As at Corinthia, the main stair
is in a hall at right angle to the:
,front hall. Behind this hall is the|
dining room; hehind that, kitchen
and service rooms.

Little is knewn about the man
whe had Buemna Hill construct-
ed. Doubtlessly wealthy for his
time and this locale, Innes was
. born in Fayette County in 1828,
! a son of & Henry Innes listed by
’ one history as “one of the early
settlers from Virginia.”

A biography of Robert Innes in
the same history notes that in

‘1849 “when he reached his ma-

jority” he married Sophia Flournoy.
He is listed as a Democrat and a
breeder of Shorthorn cattle,

Deeds in the Fayette Court House
record that in 1884 Innes sold 487
acres of land on Russell Cave Road
to—-America and George Whitney.

The - house—seldom mentioned
even .now in deeds for farm land
—probably went with the land.

Even so, it remained in Innes’
hands. America was the daughter
of a John P. Innes and probably
a cousin to the first owner. A
“Squire” John P. Innes was a
grandson of a Hugh Innes of Vir-

ginia, just as were the owners of

Corinthia and Buenna Hill.
Like his cousins, the “squire”

‘owned a big house on Russell Cave

Road, a home he called “Malmai-
son Hall”

Literally translated, “malmai-
son” means evil or sick house.

Which means that America, the
new mistress of “Good Hill,” once
may have lived in *“Sick House
Hall.”

(Blue Spring Farm with its
mansion, Buenna Hill, is one of
eight lecal homes and gardens
to be open to the public May
17-19 as part of Open House in
Kentucky sponsored by the
Garden Club of Kentucky.)
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