LETTER WRITTEN BY EDNA FELTCN T IRA CCONNGLL:

Wednesday, April 11, 1956

Dear Folks:

I gathered up a lot of letters yesterday ~ most of them old letters =
but you all had not read them, so just burn these up or keep them -

I have formed a habit of keeping letters. 1 always enjoy Aunt Mooties'
and Mary Jell's letters so, ! enclosed several of esch, Jn one letter
Aunt Mary Bell isg giving me a roking over for not going to see Nit

more than I do., She forgets that I em almost blind, do not drive and
Yalter just will not drive in Scn Antonio, ‘louston or Fort Worth, so

I do not have a chance to go. Mit and Johnney are not at home all

the time, but they come by to see me when they come to Corpus on
business. 1 see them about aas often as I see Hade and Mary at Robstown.

It seems from all ¥ can find out abeocut the reunion this year that some
one looked out for a place near Auatin, but that is all I know ard
Eddie Jo wrote to me about that., 3aid she saw Artis and some of Aunt
Ielia's children during Christwas while at 3etty's, so you know us
much as I du. I am expecting the chain of letters some time last of
this week, 8¢ if there is any news about the reunion I will drop you
a letter, so you can make pluns about coming.

I am helping get up a history of San Gabriel Baptist Churclh in Milam
County. It was organired in 1856. They are celebrating thkeir centennial
June 10th of this year. 1866 is about the time Grandma und Crandpa
Perry moved to Milam County, “ut I do not know whether they ever be-
longed to San Gabriel church or not. J heard them talk about Daniels
and Lilac Baptist Churches, Sut I am pretty sure they vook part in
getting Major Penn to hold camp meetings in 1BEBO's at S$:=n Gabriel Penn
Camp ground. Uncle Jim Perry owned the land thit they tLeld meetings
on and Uncle Fete Perry surveved out the lots for peopls to camp on =
and Papa had feedlots to furnish feed for the campers, horses and
mules. They drove wagons in thut day. That is where my mother and
father met. G5he was going to the spring to get water and had to pass
by where Papa sold feed, and he helped them dip up water and bring it
up the bank., They were married a year or two later on., My sister,
Maiy Bell Perry waa 3 yesars J days older than me. I was boru December
19, 1885. I heard Aunt Matt say i'apa und Mama w~ere married several
years before my sister was lLorn, a0 they must have married the next
year ufter they met - not sure what date thaut Penn meeting was 18707
or 18807

I remember when we all cemped at Penn Camp Ground at Bartlett. HLayden
was an infent, real small. 1 was about 6, “tary 3Jell 8, Guy 4, Mit 2,
and Hayden several months old, Cur mother took sick msoon after we got
home in early fall - QOctober, She and Mary Del) hot) died sane week -
with some kind of fever that the doctors didn't know how to treat,
Hayden was one year cld in November after she died in October.
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Major Penn used to come over and eat breakfast with Grandma and
Grandpa. }e was so large and heavy he always sat on the wagon tongue
up near the wagon so he would not break the tongue. Mrs. Penn tried
to keep him on a diet, but he slipped out rerl easrly every morning to
come and eat some of Mollie's hot biscuit (all the rest of thie campers
were 3til) asleep). Cur tent was near Grandms's so she ond scme of
the older rirls could hel; iama lock after us kids. Mama alwuys sang
in the choir, so someone had to take care cf the children. Cld Ead
was there t¢ nurse Hayden, but T rec~ll that T vsed to lead Guy and
Mit toc the tent when they yot sleepy und help nut them to bed. Ve
camped near the big tent where they held the meeting.

I have heard Grandma Perry say that she sud Crandpa Perry lad helped
organize three churches in tleir home (After they cane to Texas, but

I don't know what chutrches?}, ‘While they lived st Tudependence, Texas
(4 sons in Naylor) they beloused there but of conurse that church was
organized befure they moved frun near aAustin at Fiskville. They
belonged to the Walnut Creek churcl. near Austin when they lived there.
They moved tn Independence before the Civil ‘Vfar started and three

sons, Preston, Jim, and Pete were in the Civil Sar. Preston was
killed at the Battle of Franklin, Tennessee, .Jim was wounded and ceptur-
ed. lle had three fingers sliot off of his right hand, but they put him
to work as a c¢onductor on the railroad in the north gcmewhere. Me
served there until the south surrendered. '"ncle Pete was a prisoner
and had pneumonia and like to have died. They didn‘t know him when

‘he got home - he was 80 thin and starved. He always had asthms as
long as he lived. After the Civil ¥ar all of the family wmoved to Milam
County - about 1P66 and bought our old home place at San Gabriel, so
by 1880 when Penn meetinga came thev were pretty well located. They
had 3an Gabriel post office in their house. Uncle Jim studied law at
Jaylor and hecame a lawyer. Uncle Pete, Uncle John and Papa worked

the farm. Uncle Pete and t'ncle Jokn finally wmoved to Rockdale, and
Papa bouilbt out the farm from Grandea and “randpa Perry and they boughkt
a home in Rockdule across tlie strecet from U'ncle Pete and his wife,

They all lived there tie rest of their lives.

I will enclose some church hulletins, also back of the BDaptist Standard
page und picture of Lexington Mission. Our church built Lexington
Fission building, and furnished it before they ever got a pastor.

Then asome of gsur membeirrs moved their membership out there to help

carry on the work, so our church roll is not what it use to h“e, Roloff
got about 3OO0 mrmbers for his church but they are gradually coming
back, We have a house full 3Sunday mornings but not Sunday niecht., The
upstairs Sunday night is not full but all down stairs is. The church
downstairs holds 12290 people, 300 upstairs.

We wish you all would come home and be here to help George. Little
Thomas lhas "Connell for 3heriff" all over fValter's car, so he tekes
me to church and comes after me, so they all see me advertise for
George. 3ome man, Mr. Zruno Morgan, took my picture Junday as I came
out of the church. I don't know wiiat for. ile stopped me and wanted
me to smile go I did.

Guess this letter is long enough. W¥ish you all would come home and
put in a BDaptist Book 3tore in Corpus. e 3sure do nced one.

#ith love to all,

Feina



